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All printing of the RSL newsletter is courtesy of Josh Bull Member for Sunbury 

Sometimes it just happens. 

We had a great holiday, doing things we had 

never done before. 
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October  15th 

November  19th 



5 

 

Jan   De Havilland Australia conducts 

the first flight of its 3 engine Drover transport air-

craft at Bankstown Airport. 

Feb   An Avro Lincoln bomber crashes 

at RAAF Base Amberley in Queensland, killing 16 

Royal Australian Air Force personael. 

May    Margaret McIntyre becomes the 

first woman elected to the Parliament of Tasmania.  

She is killed in a plane crash later in the year. 

   A Federal referendum is held, ask-

ing one question on Rents and Prices.  It is not car-

ried. 

July   The Pharmaceutical Benefits 

Scheme is introduced. 

August  A state election is held in  

Tasmania.  The result is a hung parliament. Robert 

Cosgrove and Labor retained power with the sup-

port of an independent, William Wedd. 

September  The Douglas DC-3 Lutana crashes 

near Nundle, New South Wales, killing all 13 on 

board. 

December  HMAS Sydney is commissioned 

into the Royal Australian Navy as its first Aircraft 

Carrier. 
My apologies, I actually had the wrong  year last 

month. 

 

Will do better 
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Sunbury Sub-branch RSL 

Centenary 

There will be a service, an exhibition,  

tea/coffee  

 

Bottle of St Anne’s White Port  

labeled for Sunbury RSL  $15 __ 

Sunbury RSL Etched Glasses $5 __ 

We need you to let us know if you would 

like to purchase one or both of these items. 

Please contact Nola :0417 296 411 

There will be limited numbers 

Over the next two or three months you will hear much more about this celebration.. After all a cen-

tenary doesn’t come around too often.  The White Port and the glasses are a very reasonable price.  But 

we do need to have an idea of how many we will require, we don’t want to be left with a lot. 

St Anne’s Winery as many of you know produces a nice drop. 

Just to clarify the RSL will be making no profit from these sales.  It is simply a memento of the day. 

Please let us know how many you require.  

Please contact Nola Williams: 0417 296 411 

Please be prompt with orders, remembering payment at time of ordering 

Peter Free has produced a book  a pictorial history of our RSL,  each member will receive a copy, if you 

require more copies please see Nola for this also, she will have a list.  And remember how quickly time 

passes, so don’t leave it too late. The cost to be determined. 
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Vegemite was invented in Melbourne in 1922 

when Australian food manufacturer Fred Walker 

asked chemist CP Callister to create a product sim-

ilar to British Marmite, Vegemite on crackers, 

complete with the Australian flag. 

PC Callister 

During  World War II the Armed Forces wereer 

buying Vegemite spread in bulk, due to the 

product’s nutritional value.  Vegemite had to be 

rationed on a per capita basis across Australia in 

order to meet the demand. 

The Song of Australia 
In 1954, a trio of bright, energetic youngsters 

burst into song on radio to a toe-tapping jingle 

named ‘Happy Little Vegemites’. Two years lat-

er, Kraft Foods developed the infectious song 

into a television campaign, which continued in-

termittently through to the late 1960s. For the 

next decade, Australians were informed 

through advertising of the nutritional benefits of 

VEGEMITE spread for people of all ages, and 

it wasn’t until the dawn of the 1980s when the 

original ‘Happy Little Vegemites’ commercials, 

re-mastered and colourised, were broadcast to 

an entire new generation of Australians who 

were offered the chance to revel in the VEGE-

MITE brand’s nostalgia – and have a rose 

placed in every cheek thanks to what has be-

come Australia’s second, unofficial national an-

them. This commercial was brought out again 

in 2010 to remind Australians of their love for 

the iconic brand. 



 

8  R.S.L Sunbury Sub Branch 
Stawell Street, Sunbury 
www..sunburyrsl.com.au 

 

Really hard trying to tune this tv 
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RSL VICTORIA  this is availa-

ble for you to read from the 

RSL    This is just to tweek 

your interest. 
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Thanks Harry 
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George has donated his uniform to our collection 

Thank you 
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Sunbury Gun 

 

The ‘Sunbury Gun’ is a rare artillery piece of at least state significance. It is a 3 inch calibre Armstrong 12 

Pounder, manufactured in England in 1864. This was the first wrought iron type of gun, the first breech 

loading artillery, and the first rifled gun to be used in the British service. It is a memorial to the Ru-

pertswood Battery of Horse Artillery, established by Sir William Clarke in 1884. It was also one of the type 

of gun which had been employed in the military encampments on the Rupertswood property during the 

1860’s and 70’s. It was restored by the Army in 1978 -80 

 

 

The ‘Sunbury Gun’ is a rare historic artillery piece, and a monument to Sunbury’s historic Rupertswood 

Battery. It was presented to Janet Lady Clarke by the Victorian Government in 1897 as a memento of the 

late Sir William Clarke’s patriotic action in maintaining the Rupertswood Battery of Victoria Horse Artillery. 

The gun was presented by the Hon. Russell Clarke MLC to the Shire of Bulla in 1922. As one of very few of 

this type of guns still in existence, it was restored by the Army in 1978-80 and placed in a controlled atmos-

phere pavilion in 1982. 

It is a 3 inch calibre Armstrong 12 pounder, manufactured in England in 1864. This type of gun was the first 

wrought iron gun, the first breech loading artillery, and the first rifled gun to be used in the British service. 

It was also one of the type which had been employed in the military encampments at Sunbury during the 

1860’s and 70’s.  



 

13  R.S.L Sunbury Sub Branch 
Stawell Street, Sunbury 
www..sunburyrsl.com.au 

 

Melbourne Airport 

In May 1959 it was announced that a new air-

port would be built at Tullamarine, with Prime 

Minister Robert Menzies announcing on 27 No-

vember 1962 a five year plan to provide Mel-

bourne with a A$45million “Jetport” by 1967.  

The first sod at Tullamarine was turned two 

years later in November 1964. 

 

 

Tullamarine 1970 before it opened 

Arrivals in the 1970’s  

Tullamarine today 
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IT IS VERY IMPORTANT THE SUNBURY RSL HAS UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ABOUT YOU 
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EMMA WHITE 

Branch Manager Telephone: 97409500 

Mobile:0413208028  

Café 

   Circe 
109 Oshanassy St, Sunbury, Victoria 3429, Australia 

Ph:97404448 


